Syllabus for English I Pre-AP




Sunset High School, 2004-2005

Mr. Locke, Portable # A

Classroom Procedures

1. Entry—Before doing anything else, read the dry erase board for instructions as you come in.  Then pick up copies of any handouts, materials, or texts on the shelf next to the door.

2. Start of Class—You should be seated before the bell rings, and immediately begin copying or completing the daily assignments on the chalkboard at the front of the classroom.

3. Class Rules—Respect me, respect each other, and respect your school.  

4. Tardy Policy—Once the tardy bell has rung, no student may enter for any reason without a tardy pass.

5. Bathroom and Hall Passes—I will not write you a pass to go to the bathroom or anywhere else.   There are no emergencies—only failures to plan ahead.

6. Things That Annoy Me—ringing cell phones, gameboys, CD players, make-up kits, mirrors, and personal grooming apparatus will be confiscated immediately, without prior warning, and sent to 105 for parental collection.  Food is ok.
7. Dismissal—the bell does not dismiss class: I do.  Anyone standing up or packing to leave before I dismiss the class will delay dismissal for the rest of the class.

Grading Policies

1. GOLD Grades—worth 30-50% of grade. Approx. 3 per six weeks. (Notebook, ASK points, Tests, Conferences)

2. SILVER Grades—worth 20-40% of grade. Approx. 4 per six weeks. (Composition, Dialectical Journals, Quizzes)

3. BRONZE Grades—worth 10-30% of grade. Approx. 5 per six week. (Projects, Timed Readings, Term Cards)

4. Late Work—I do not accept late work.  All assignments are given well ahead of due dates, so plan wisely, and turn your work in on time.

5. Make-up Work—If you miss class due to an excused absence, you must see me before school the following day to schedule make up work.  I will not stop during class time to give you make-up work.  You may also use the computers in my classroom, the school library, or at your own home to check the class website for assignments, notes, or handouts you missed.

6. Tutoring—Since this is a Pre-AP course, tutoring is required on a weekly basis for everyone, not just those in danger of failing.  Tutoring is available afterschool MWF until 4:15, TR until 5:00, and M-F before school at 8:00.  
7. Incomplete Assignments—if you fail to complete an assignment by the deadline, you must turn in an incomplete assignment form.  One zero will lower your average one letter grade; two zeroes will fail you for the six weeks.

8. No Grade Set in Stone—If you get back an assignment and can’t understand why you received a particular grade, come talk to me.  For every grade I give, I will make available to you a rubric, which is a guide I use to assign grades based on specific criteria.  If you can convince me, using the rubric, that you should have gotten a higher grade on an assignment, I will raise your grade.  

Bison Bucks:  The Exception to the Rules

“Bison Bucks” are a type of monetary currency recognized only in my classroom.  Like real money, Bison Bucks do not grow on trees; you must earn them—exemplary work, exemplary behavior, positive leadership, helping out another student, helping out your teacher, improved performance, consistent performance—all these things at some point in the year will be rewarded with Bison Bucks.  Since you are students, your “career” at the moment is to be the best student you can be.  It is my hope that Bison Bucks will serve not only as “compensation” for good performance but will help teach responsibility and financial management.  You may use Bison Bucks to earn the following privileges (above and beyond the usual “rules”) in my class.

	● Borrow a Pencil or a sheet of notebook paper from Mr. Locke
	1 Bison Buck

	● Pass to the Bathroom or office (except first or last 15 minutes of class)
	5 Bison Bucks

	● Turn in one project or one assignment late
	10 Bison Bucks

	● Retake one Quiz or one Test / Redo an assignment or project.
	20 Bison Bucks

	● One Behavioral “Pardon” (gets you out of a referral to Room 105)
	50 Bison Bucks


Class Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mrlocke.net/" ��www.mrlocke.net�





Get missing assignments or vocabulary words


Check due dates for homework, tests, etc.


Earn extra points by posting comments


Contact Mr. Locke for help, information, etc.











